
Living things and their Habitats Science       Y5

Sticky Vocabulary 

Reproduction The process by which an organism creates new versions 
of itself.

Asexual Reproduction by an organism that does not require male 
and female sexual organs.

Sexual Reproduction by an organism that does require male and 
female sexual organs.

Gestation The amount of time that an unborn baby spends in the 
womb.

Embryo The early stage of development of an unborn organism 
when parts such as organs have not formed.

Foetus The later stage of development of an unborn organism, in 
humans this is after 8 weeks of pregnancy. 

Lifecycle The series of changes throughout an organisms life, 
including birth, reproduction and death. 

Key Fact

Some animals do not need a partner 
or mate to reproduce. These are 

called asexual reproducers. Because 
the offspring only has one parent, 

they are genetically identical, 
meaning that they are a clone! 
Asexual reproducers include star 

fish, slugs and snails.

Key Fact

On average, the gestation period for a human is 40 weeks, 
although it can be shorter (premature) or longer. 

An elephant has the longest gestation period of any creature, 
lasting almost 2 years! 

Key Fact

The lifecycles of animals differ from 
species to species, but they all 
include birth, reproduction and 

death. Some animals have different 
stages in-between, such as 

adolescence in dogs, and puberty in 
humans.


