Dear Parents, September 2023

Welcome to Year 1! We hope that you all had wonderful summer breaks and are feeling refreshed,
recharged and ready for the year ahead. The children have already made an excellent start to this new
school year, coming into school with big smiles and full of enthusiasm which has been lovely to see.

Mrs Gunn will teach the Hedgehogs on Monday, Tuesday and alternate Wednesday mornings, Mrs
Donaldson will teach alternate Wednesday mornings, Thursday and Friday. Mrs Partridge is our
teaching assistant and will be sharing her time across the day between Hedgehog Class and Mole Class.
Mrs Partridge and Mr Greenwood will take the Hedgehogs for outdoor learning on Wednesday
afternoons.

We have lots of exciting learning experiences planned for the children and are very much looking
forward to working in partnership with you this year. We are holding a Curriculum evening on ******x*
September in which we will talk in more detail about Year 1 in general, our curriculum and school
expectations.

Enquiry

As you will see from our Topic Web our enquiry for the Autumn term is centred around two ‘big
qguestions’. With a history focus we will explore transport over time to help us on our journey to
answer these questions. We have attached our Knowledge Organisers for enquiry, science and maths
to give you an overview of the key knowledge and skills we will be teaching this term. We will use our
knowledge organisers as a scaffold to help children secure the key facts and knowledge that they will
learn throughout the term.

Modelling Morning

Our mini product for the first part of our enquiry is a wheeled vehicle. The children will be researching
existing transportation through the ages and will then be designing a new type of vehicle. We will be
inviting parents to attend a modelling morning towards the end of term in which you will be able to
work with your child to create their new vehicle. More details and a date for this will follow.

Reading

We will be working hard in the first few days of school to hear all children read and will be sending
reading books home at the end of next week. Please continue to hear your child / children read on a
daily basis, our aim is for the children to read at least 4 times a week at home. We strongly believe
that the most progress is made when children are engaged in reading both and home and at school.
The children are asked to put their Reading Records in our reading box each morning on arriving at
school. This enables us to check through the records and change books where appropriate. The



children will continue to come home with 2 reading books — one that is fully phonically decodable and
one that is phonically based to provide challenge. The children will be involved in reading activities
throughout the school day ranging from whole class reading sessions, reading in phonics sessions,
reading for pleasure, using the school library and so on. We will endeavour to hear the children read
in school on an individual basis at least once a week. We are always grateful for support with hearing
the children read, if you have any spare time and would like to help us with hearing readers in school
then please do get in touch.

Uniform

Please ensure that any items of clothing are clearly labelled — it makes returning lost items much
easier. As we move into Autumn and the weather becomes more changeable please ensure your child
has their coat in school each day.

PE

This year our PE days will be on Wednesday and Friday. Please send your child to school wearing their
PE kits on these days. As Wednesday afternoon is our outdoor learning session please could we ask
that children wear dark coloured jogging bottoms or leggings and not shorts on this day so that they
can take part in both PE and outdoor learning without the need to change!

There may be a few occasions throughout the year when the children are required to wear PE kit on
other days — we will always inform you of any changes by School Ping in advance. We will continue to
take part in outdoor PE as much as we can so jogging bottoms and jumpers will be necessary as the
weather gets colder.

Outdoor Learning

Outdoor learning will take place on Wednesday afternoons — please ensure your child has welly boots
and a coat in school for these sessions.

Communication

We will send fortnightly class newsletters as well as other class and school information via School Ping.
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to catch us at the end of the school day or
alternatively telephone school — if we are unable to speak to you at that moment due to teaching
commitments, we will always call you back the same day.

Kind Regards,

Vicki Gunn and Kathy Donaldson



