The Croft Primary School Progression of Skills for Forest School

Core Values
Forest School at The Croft is a holistic program of activities that take advantage of
the seasons and events in nature as they arise. This supports our vision of
developing ‘Resilient, Compassionate, Responsible, Citizens’. It is not a linear
program and we support the children to grow as individuals. The following is an
overview of key personal skills that we aim to foster.

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Shows motivation
to try a range of
new activities
outdoors and seek
challenge

Starts to manage
their own safety
with prompts of
rules

Shows respect for
living things

Resists picking
things that are alive

Confident to try a
wider range of new
activities outdoors

Understands people
have different likes
and dislikes and
respects them

Uses outdoor
resources safely
with guidance

Can leave the
outdoor
environment how
they found it and
know why this is
important

Enjoys activities for
their own sake,
rather than for
external reward or
praise

Can work
collaboratively in a
range of situations

Shows appropriate
risk-taking and
learning by trial and
error

Starts to suggest
simple ways to
improve the
environment

Questions ideas and
concepts and
investigates links
between classroom
and outdoor
learning

Listens to others’
ideas and adapts
their strategies
accordingly

Shows developing
knowledge of care
for self and others

Year 4

Shows a high level
of confidence and
self-esteem
outdoors

Open minded
acceptance of
others, their ideas
and feelings

Shows a level of
responsibility in
self-management of
their own safety
and care whilst
taking part in risky
activities

Year 5

Develops a love and
passion for the
outdoors around
their personal
interests

Shows respect for
others

Shows a good level
of responsibility and
experience during
risky activities

Shows respect for
the environment in
a variety of ways

Year 6

Shows a high level
of emotional
intelligence when
outdoors

Show they are able
to self-regulate
their emotions in a
range of
circumstances

Shows a high level
of self-management
of own and others’
safety & care and
adapts to the
situation
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Can create using
natural materials
and describes their
creation

Learns through trial
and error

Initiate their own
creations, choosing
their natural
materials according
to their properties

Experiences the
outdoor site over all
seasons

Adapts their
materials and
design as they work

Persists with an
activity to see it
through to the end

Shows awareness of
basic environmental
issues across
seasons

Talk about their
design and how

they adapted it

Rises to a challenge

Shows developing
conscience of
implications for the
environment when
outdoors

Can verify their
choices of materials
and techniques

Understand that
difficult situations
are normal and they
can be overcome

Draws upon what
they know about
materials and
structures to plan,
adapt and improve
their designs

Understand they
can develop their
abilities through
dedication and
application

Suggests more
sustainable ways of
doing things
outdoors

Thinks outside of
the box

Shows optimism
even in the face of
failure




